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To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Submission – Proposal P1028 
 
The Royal Australasian College of Physicians (RACP) welcomes the revision and 
clarification of standards to improve regulation of infant formula products with the 
P1028 – Infant Formula consultation.  
 
The RACP has previously expressed concern over the regulation of marketing of infant 
formula in Australia, including labelling of infant formula products. Currently the primary 
form of regulation is the Marketing in Australia of Infant Formula (MAIF) agreement. 
MAIF is inadequate to regulate infant formula due to its voluntary opt-in nature. The 
voluntary and self-regulated nature of the Agreement does not allow for sanctions to be 
passed for significant or repeated violations.  
 
MAIF does not sufficiently address the provisions of the WHO International Code of 
Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes or subsequent resolutions from the WHA. For 
example, one element not covered by MAIF but being considered by Proposal P1028 is 
the standardisation of ancillary products, such as bottles. We are concerned that some 
feeding bottles for infants have inaccurate volume markings that, if relied upon, may 
lead to over and under nutrition. We believe specific standards should be introduced 
that mandate accurate volumetrics.  
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) is due to consider the “Marketing of breast-milk 
substitutes: National implementation of the International Code – Status report 2016", at 
the 69th World Health Assembly (WHA) in May 2016 with any WHA recommendations 
published later in 2016. It is important to ensure any standards or recommendations 
implemented from this FSANZ consultation aligns with the WHO recommendations, 
and the NHMRC Infant Feeding Guidelines.  
 
All reasonable steps should be taken to ensure infant formula marketing does not 
distort the critical role breastfeeding plays in infant health outcomes. The most effective 
method of regulating marketing of infant formulas is through legislation.  
 
In addition to the importance of expanding and strengthening regulation around 
marketing of infant formula in Australia, the RACP notes the following: 
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